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to evacuate, and also over press reports that the American Govern-
ment had decided to declare a total embargo against Japan, and
Matsuoka had told Ohashi to summon me immediately.
With regard to an embargo I said that I had no information, and
with regard to the evacuation I said that our Government had issued
no " order" but only a suggestion as a precautionary measure.
When Ohashi spoke of our " embargo " on iron and steel scrap I told
him exactly what Mr. Hull had said to Horinouchi on that subject
—to the effect that it was a purely domestic measure in accordance
with our preparedness programme, and that Japan, in view of her
constant violation of our interests in the Far East, was hardly in a
position to protest on that point. Fortunately the Department's
telegram reporting that conversation had come in just before my
interview, showing how helpful such reports can be.
Ohashi spoke of Japan's desire for peace with the United States and
the fact that she has no thought of attacking America, to which I re-
plied that we are like-minded towards Japan and that the American
people, as Mr. Ohashi is aware, are strongly peace-minded. Never-
theless, the recent inflammatory utterances of the highest Japanese
statesmen have led the American Government and people to have
doubts of Japan's real intentions, and those utterances have brought
about in my country precisely the reaction which might have been
expected. I spoke also of the inevitable effect of those statements on
our programme of preparedness.
This conversation and the urgency with which I had been sum-
moned convey the clear impression that Mr. Matsuoka is disturbed
by the course of developments in the United States to which the
recent provocative statements by members of the Japanese govern-
ment have given rise. It bears out what I said in suggesting that at
a given moment our Government should consider the evacuation of
Americans in the Far East—that the move would have a powerful
effect on Japanese consciousness.
WHAT HIROHITO AND KONOYE REALLY THOUGHT
ABOUT THE TRIPARTITE PACT
October 22, 1940
I was told to-day on excellent authority that both the Emperor and
Prince Konoye were dead against the Tripartite Alliance but that
it was brought to the Emperor's attention that he might not survive
a refusal and that he said to Konoye : " Well, you and I will have
to stand or fall together." This came indirectly from a member of
the Imperial family. There is constantly talk of the fall of Konoye
and his replacement by a military dictator, a sort of revival of the
old shogunate, but this obviously represents extremist views and
now that the alliance has been concluded, Konoye may weather the
storm, for a time.

